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PRESS RELEASE FROM ATTORNEY GENERAL, HON. L.J. KING, Q.C., M.P. 
Unfair Advertising. 29/4/71. 
The new measure prohibiting unfair advertising in South Australia 
became law today, the Attorney-General, Mr. King, announced. 
The Unfair Advertising Act received the formal assent at today's 
Executive Council meeting. 
Mr. King said the measure was one of a series by the Government 
to give effect to its policy of consumer protection. 
The new law makes it an offence to publish an advertisement relating 
to goods or services, or the extension of credit for any transaction 
relating to goods and services, if the advertisement contains an 
unfair statement. 
An unfair statement is defined in the new Act as one which is 
inaccurate or untrue in a material particular or which is likely to 
deceive a person to whom it is directed or a person of a class to 
which it is directed. 
The Act lays down a maximum penalty of a fine of i>l,000. 
The Minister said the measure does not apply to the owners, printers' 
or publishers of newspapers, periodicals or circulars, newsagents, 
booksellers, radio and television station owners, advertising 
agents acting on behalf of an advertiser or their employees. 
Prosecutions require the consent of the Attorney General and it is 
a defence to prosecution if it can be shown that an unfair statement 
was of a nature that no reasonable person would rely on it. 
"Introduction of this measure followed a recommendation of the 
Adelaide Law School Report on consumer credit and introduction of 
a similar measure by the Premier, Mr. Dunstan, as Leader of the 
Opposition, which was defeated-
"No-one denies the right of the sdler of goods or services in a 
modern competitive society to cry his wares in the market place and 
to take advantage of modern methods of mass communication to do so.. 
"But it is intolerable that the public should be misled. It is 
reasonable to expect that advertisements should not contain materially 
inaccurate or untrue statements and they should not be such as to ... , 
mislead or deceive people to whom they are directed", Mr. King said.. 
The Prices Commissioner had advised the Government that misleading 
advertisements had been of concern to his department for some years.. 
The Minister said that the Unfair Advertising Act was the second 
consumer protection measure passed into law by the Labor Government. 
The first was the amendment to the Prices Act enabling the 
Commissioner to investigate consumer complaints and, where necessary, 
launch prosecutions at State expense. In addition a Bill relating 
to Restrictive Trade Practices was defeated by the Legislative Council. 
"Others now in preparation include Bills to control abuses in the 
sale of used cars and door to door selling", Mr. King added. 
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